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Democracy undermined?

• Weakness of Civics / citizenship programmes
• Closure of participatory fora (NESF; Comhar)
• Closure of facilitating organisations e.g. 

Combat Poverty Agency, NCCRI, local civil 
society groups)

• Dilution of advocacy capacity (CDPs; National 
Networks)

• Largely dysfunctional local fora e.g. SPCs
• Lack of political interest in participation…



So, for advocacy organisations

• Where do you choose to focus your interest / 
energy around participation

• Why?
• Are there any particular challenges you think 

might need to be addressed / could be 
addressed 

• Is there a need for a push for participation –
what about a participation observatory?

• Is there energy / interest


